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The Laurel Hill Project Advisory Citizens Oversight Committee was established by 
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors in February 2005 to monitor the 
development of the Reformatory and Penitentiary area at Laurel Hill, adjacent to 
Silverbrook Road in Lorton, VA.  
 

This committee-sponsored electronic newsletter is provided to keep citizens informed about adaptive 
reuse and other developments at Laurel Hill.  
 
November 10 Oversight Committee Meeting 
  
Request for Proposal – Consultant Services 
The Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning (DPZ) has not found a qualified project manager 
candidate for the Reformatory-Penitentiary reuse project. As a result, the Oversight Committee 
recommended that the DPZ proceed with plans to hire a consultant to provide a degree of project 
management skills and assist with the distribution of the Request For Proposal (RFP). The consultant also 
will be utilized to review responses to the RFP.  
 
In December 2005, the County will execute a contract with the firm of Basile Baumann Prost & 
Associates, Inc., of Annapolis, Maryland, to provide consulting services for the RFP.  
 
Request For Proposal – Schedule 
Following discussions with the Department of Planning and Zoning, the Oversight Committee voted to 
support the following schedule for the RFP: 
  

• Week of November 14, 2005: County awards contract to consultant for assistance with RFP 
• January 9, 2006: RFP distributed to VDHR, ARB and LHS for review and comment 
• February 9, 2006: Comments on RFP due from VDHR, ARB and LHS 
• February 16, 2006: Distribution of RFP 
• May 22, 2006: RFP responses due to Fairfax County 
• July 2006: Recommendations to Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

 
The schedule allows for review and comment about the draft by the Fairfax County Architectural Review 
Board, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and the Lorton Heritage Society 30 calendar days 
prior to the release of the RFP. This is required under the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement in the 
deed of transfer from the federal government to Fairfax County.  
 
Out-Of-Turn Plan Amendment 
 
On February 7, 2005, the Board of Supervisors authorized an Out-Of-Turn Plan Amendment to reflect the 
Laurel Hill Task Force recommendations approved by the Board on December 6, 2004. 
  
The Department of Planning and Zoning proposed, and the Oversight Committee voted to support, the 
following plan amendment schedule, which includes additional opportunity for public input and review:  



  
• Week of November 14, 2005: Draft Plan Amendment text distributed to homeowner and civic 

associations in the South County area.  
• December 19, 2005: First round of public comments submitted to Oversight Committee & DPZ 
• January 2006: A public meeting is held in the South County area to receive public input and 

answer questions about the Plan Amendment.  
• January 18, 2006: Oversight Committee adopts and submits its recommendations about the Plan 

Amendment to DPZ.  
• March 2, 2006: DPZ publishes its Plan Amendment report. Public review period of 

approximately four weeks begins.  
• March 29, 2006: Tentative Planning Commission hearing date for the proposed Plan Amendment.  

 
Next Oversight Committee Meeting – December 6  
The next meeting of the Oversight Committee will be 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 6, at the Fairfax 
County Government Center.    
 
Laurel Hill News 
November 21, 2005 Board of Supervisors meeting: The supervisors adopted a motion that reiterates 
their support of the adaptive re-use recommendations unanimously accepted by the Board on December 6, 
2004 for the Reformatory and Penitentiary area at Laurel Hill and the 2002 Memorandum of Agreement. 
The Board directed staff to use the recommendations in those documents as guidance in drafting the Out-
Of-Turn Plan Amendment and the Request For Proposal. This guidance extends to staff and all review 
boards and committees for the review of responses to the Request For Proposal.  
 
Laurel Hill Calendar of Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 
December 7, 2005: Meeting of the State Review Board of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources. 
The National Register District will be placed on the Virginia Registry and a recommendation for listing 
will be made to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places at the National Park Service. The 
meeting will start at 10 a.m. at the Virginia Historical Society, Richmond.  
 
The Oversight Committee’s next electronic newsletter will be published in December.  
 
Additional information about the land use plans for Laurel Hill, including parkland and adaptive reuse 
areas are available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/laurelhill/
 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/laurelhill/
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